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HE Bible hasnot been writtento be
<4 changed. Godhasnotgivenman this
prerogative. “Forever, O Lord, thy
';4 word is settled in heaven.” (Psalm
= 119:89). God’sword isfinal! “For
I testify unto every manthat heareththe words
of the prophecy of this book, if any man shall
add unto the these things, God shalladd unto
himtheplaguesthatare writteninthishook: And
ifany manshalltakeaway fromthe wordsofthe
book ofthisprophecy, God shalltake away his
{ partoutofthe book oflife, and out ofthe holy
city, and from thethingswhich are writtenin this
book.” (Revelation22:18-19). Thoughsome
are inclined to limit this truth to the book of
Revelation, the same istaught in Galatians 1:6-
9,11John9,and Il Corinthians 4.6 (ASV). We
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If Brethren Could Change the Bible

by Bobby K. Thompson

need to obey God’s word, and never be so
presumptuousasto think thatwe canchangeit.
However, the attitude of some brethren seems
to suggesttheir desire and willingnessto change
the Bible. Theyseemto manifestadislike ofany
passage that would prohibit manfrom changing
the Bibleto suittheir life style. Mendo not like
the condemnationand reproving which comes
from the word of God. Ifthey had their way,
even some brethren would change it. John
spoke ofthisattitude, “Andthisisthe condem-
nation, that light iscome into the world,and men
loved darkness ratherthan light, because their ‘ﬁ
deedswereevil. Foreveryonethatdoethevil |
hateth the light, neither comethto the light, lest |
hisdeedsshould be reproved. Buthe thatdoeth

truth comethto the light, that his deeds may be
Continued Page 4
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Sponsoring Church And Unity

Ri§aeeb have fieRaRahSRAbide by the rules of communication
(statement, command, example and necessary implication) in deter-
mining what the Bible teaches on any given subject. We have also
observed that whatever is applicable to those in the denominational
world also appliesto those who are membersofchurchesofChrist. Inorder
to please our heavenly Father, all must have authority forallwe teach and
practice. We are seeking inlove to tryto callto your attention some things
that brethrenare practicing. We hope youwillcareful consider whether or
notwe have Bible authority for the thingswe teachandractice Inthisarticle
| want to examine yet another ofthese practices.

The sponsoring church arrangement is an arrangement where men
havebroughtinto existence trying to improve on God’sarrangement. Some
elders are setting themselves, and the church of which they are the
overseers, upasa“sponsoring church,” taking onworkstheyare financially
unable to support, and begging other churches to send them money with
whichto carry onthiswork.

Below isachartthat, asfaras | candetermine, showseverything that
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authorizedthe churchto do inthe New Testament in mattersofevangelism.,
It also depicts what the church is doing today. You will note that there is
scripturalauthority forthe top part ofthe chart. Do you know ofany Scripture
that would authorize the “sponsoring churcharrangement? Ifnot, we must not
doit. Now we can see that God has made each congregationresponsible for
itsownwork inevangelism and edification. Thereisno Bible authority for the
“sponsoring church” arrangement. There is no Bible authority for one






