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UT they that will be rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into many
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and per-

dition. For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows” (I
Timothy 6:9-10).

Seeing the definition of “envy,”
it is important that we determine
the conditions that breed envy. Most of us
have a tendency to give first place to self in
most everything. The fact that everyone has
an intense interest and love for self makes it
easy for the power of money to be involved.

But from the Lord we learn: “Look not ev-
ery man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others” (Philippians

2:4). Avarice in the heart brings
other things into captivity. The
power of money cannot be under-
estimated. It can easily be seen in
the lives of millions around us ev-
ery day.

Crimes of every kind and di-
mension are growing rapidly
around the world because of the

love of money and the desire for its power.
Its power to purchase about anything to
gratify and pacify man’s appetite of the things
in this world compels him to seek it at every
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Controversy – And the Spirit of Compromise
HE Bible says we as Christians are in a battle. It is not a
battle with tanks and planes and guns (carnal weapons). “Fi-
nally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the wiles of wrestle against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore ...” (Ephesians 6:10-14). He then names the pieces of
armor that we are to put on.
II Corinthians 10:3-6 “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
after the flesh: 4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) 5Casting down
imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowl-
edge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience
of Christ; 6And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when
your obedience is fulfilled.”

Christianity involves controversy. We cannot say “but I don’t want
to fight” and be pleasing to God. When we join the Lord’s army we join
Him in a fight (as Paul said) “against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places. “ It may not be my nature to fight. I
have no choice in the matter. For again Paul said to Timothy, “Fight the
good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were also
called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses” (I Timothy 6:12). “You therefore must endure hardship as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles him-
self with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted
him as a soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not
crowned unless he competes according to the rules” (II Timothy 2:3-5).
We are in a battle with the devil daily as we endeavor to live the Chris-
tian life. We are also instructed to:”. . .contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude3) and in doing
this, we must follow the example of the early Christians. Peter said,
“But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there
will be false teachers among you...” (II Peter 2:1).

Paul encountered many “false brethren” (II Corinthians 11:26). In
fact one circumstance was cited by Luke in the book of Acts. Paul said
of those teachers of error(brethren) who tried to bring brethren into
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bondage with false doctrine in Acts 15:1-2, “And cer-
tain men came down from Judea and taught the breth-
ren, ‘Unless you are circumcised according to the cus-
tom of Moses, you cannot be saved.’ Therefore, when
Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute
with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and
certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the
apostles and elders, about this question.” In rehearsing
this matter to the Gentiles in Galatians 2:3-5, Paul re-
minded them that when false brethren tried to bind cir-
cumcision on them that”... we did not yield submission
even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might con-
tinue with you” (Galatians 2:5).

We Know God’s Attitude
Toward Those Who Will Not Stand

‘“Curse Meroz,’ said the angel of the LORD, ‘Curse
its inhabitants bitterly, Because they did not come to
the help of the LORD, To the help of the LORD against
the mighty’” (Judges 5:23) “Cursed is he who does the
work of the LORD deceitfully (negligently ASV), And
cursed is he who keeps back his sword from blood”
(Jeremiah48:10). As you can readily see, it was not the
fact that these people did something against the Lord,
for they did not. The problem was that when the battle
raged, they did not raise a hand to assist.

We must warn people of the coming doom if they
stand before the judgment bar of God having lived in
adultery in this life.”When I say to the wicked, ‘O
wicked man, man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
I will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you warn
the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn
from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have
delivered your soul” (Ezekiel 33:8-9).

Many brethren today are opposed to any kind of
controversy. They want everything to be on a “positive”
note. They have been “sold on” the philosophy, preach
on positive things. Don’t preach on certain controver-
sial subjects.

Oh, they will tell you that they do preach on some
things that are negative. But, it is one thing to discuss
somewhat controversial issues such as immodesty, the
women’s liberation movement etc. which are not di-
viding the church. However, it is quite another to be
called upon to discuss issues which are dividing the
church which may involve some poor soul who is in
the audience who is living in adultery. The reply comes,
“No, I won’t preach on that. It is too controversial.”

For a number of years it has saddened me that breth-
ren who have great influence in our brotherhood have
chosen to uphold, commend and fellowship men who
not only teach this soul-damning error but sit as mod-
erator in debate for those who defend it in public dis-
cussion. Jerry Bassett and Don Bassett are examples of
those who are teaching on the subject of divorce and
remarriage. Jerry Bassett’s erroneous teaching on the
subject is surely known to all. It was not done in a cor-
ner. Also a number of these brethren continually hold
meetings on the west coast where the preacher and el-
ders believe error (and many in the congregations are
living in adultery because of what the elders and
preacher believe and teach). Yet year after year meet-
ings and lectureships are conducted without a single
sermon being preached on the subject. Shades of every
controversy that has ever divided brethren! Reports
similar to this were read during the missionary society,
the instrumental music, the premillennial and the insti-
tutional controversies. Their favorite theme was, “play
shut-mouth on that subject and try to stay in good with
both sides.”

The Devil’s Ploy
Why do brethren take these routes? That is a diffi-

cult question. No doubt it is one of the devil’s ploys.
We hear of happenings in the brotherhood that seem
incredible. When brethren are seeking a preacher to
work with them the preacher is asked what he believes
on the divorce and remarriage question. When it is de-
termined that he does not teach the truth the preacher
replies, “Oh if I come I won’t teach on it.” Can you
imagine that? He won’t teach on a Bible subject? Or
elders may know of a preacher’s belief on the subject
but because he is a good Bible student generally and a
good communicator of The Word, they will tell him,
“now we want you to come and work with us but you
can’t teach your convictions on the divorce and remar-
riage question.” You talk about falling into the hands
of the devil. In these kinds of situations the elders can’t
demand that the preacher preach the “whole council of
God” as Paul did in Acts 20:27. In fact, they all but
dare him to -and the preacher agrees to it. Of course,
that doesn’t include private teaching. When asked about
his convictions on the subject by members of the con-
gregation it would be a violation of his conscience not
to tell them. If he stays there a number of years, the
chances are excellent that by the time he leaves that a

Continued Bottom Next Page
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great number in the congregation will have been taught
his position though he hass never taught it publicly. On
the other hand, if brethren think that a preacher coming
for a meeting might preach on the subject, they will
either tell him not to come or ask him not to preach on
the subject. This, my good brethren, is the spirit and the
fruit of compromise and someone is going to have to
answer for it. But Who? It is not difficult to see who!
Silence may be the road to popularity but there is no
“may” be about the fact that it is sin. We need preachers
with blood stained swords and a few battle scars.

Continued From Page 3

opportunity. Selfishness makes the love for money the
lure of Satan to entice hundreds of millions every day.
Every one of us tends to have a little streak of greed
that renders us subjects to the desire for the possession
of some wealth. This strong ambition for this power to
serve self paves the way for sin. James says: “But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust,
and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:14-15).

The relationship of selfishness, money and lust form
the following vicious circle: selfishness and avarice
provide excessive appetites, and money produces the
key to unlock the doors to fulfill the lust, thus the love
of money. The Scriptures teach that the love of money
is the root of all evil. Lust or excessive desire is covet-
ousness. Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5).
Idolatry includes heathen worship and sacrifice; it is
the worship of any-thing in the place of God. That which
takes the place of God and comes before God is an idol,
regardless of what you call it. The love of money is the
foundation for envy.

Most Problems Of Preachers Are From Envy
Envy ensues from things other than money, but

money is directly or indirectly involved most of the tine.
All thoughts, attitudes and motives originate in the heart.
It is in the heart that envy is conceived and is expressed
in words and actions.

A younger preacher is invited to a rather large con-
gregation to work with them. He is offered a larger than
average monthly salary. Some older preachers find this
incomprehensible. No good thing can come from this

younger preacher and this church who supports him so
well. They talk among themselves and detail all of his
faults, and the lack of wisdom on the part of the elders
who invited him. When they have finished, there is not
one good or constructive idea expressed. Why did they
talk among themselves about this younger preacher and
the church where he moved? They were not telling each
other anything they did not already know. They were
exposing the envy in their hearts. They did not want
that younger man to be with this church: they wanted to
be there. If you look closely at the situation, you will
find that money is likely to be at the root of their envy.
They do not want a younger preacher to be making more
money than they are.

One preacher has worked hard for many years to
prepare himself to preach the gospel, while some of his
fellow-preachers spent an insignificant amount of time
cooking up little innocuous sermons. Invitations and
opportunities to the prepared preacher double those of
his fellow-preachers, and they are angry with him for
his success. Backbiting and slander about him and his
“luck” consume their minds and deeds. He will likely
be charged with falsehood, immoral conduct and very
little knowledge of truth, etc. Why are they saying these
things? They are envious of him. They do not want him
to have the success and reputation he has. They can say
all kinds of blasphemous and untrue things about him,
but they do not want to work as he did. They want what
he has, but they want more: they do not want him to
have any of it.At the bottom of this is the love of money,
because he is in position to receive more for his labors.
Most of the problems among preachers are a combina-
tion of envy and jealousy. One does not want the other
to have the ability and opportunity which he has, but he
wants it. One does not want the other to have anything
he has. One preacher gets angry at another for exposing
some error with which he is involved. An honest and
good heart would gladly receive the truth and thank the
one to taught him. But this is not what happens when
envy rules the heart. The one who exposed the error
becomes an enemy and is no longer worthy of his fel-
lowship.

A “big” preacher has established a reputation for
which he is jealous. His resentment builds against
preachers who have less reputation, but who are show-
ing great ability and a lot of hard work. The envy of the
“big” preacher effects all sorts of criticism and efforts
to discourage him in his work.
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“Consider Your Ways.”
by Micky Galloway

We can tell when envy is working in the heart. We
must keep in mind that what others think of us will not
determine where we will spend eternity. God knows the
hearts of men, and He will judge each one through Jesus
Christ in that day which He has appointed (Acts 17:31).
In some cases envy may never come to the surface in
word of deed, but it will boil within the heart and de-
stroy the effectiveness of that preacher. I could rejoice
within my heart at the information of the failure or heart-
ache of a fellow-preacher with the hope that it will re-
duce or destroy his ability and influence to preach the
gospel. That is envy! You may smile at the derogatory
remarks of others concerning a good preacher, and never
say a word. That is envy working in the heart. Even the
news that a good preacher had a heart attack and is con-
fined to his bed for a long time, with little hope that he
will be back to his former power to preach the gospel,
makes you glad in your heart. You may be hypocritical
and pass the word of sympathy to him or his friends,
but envy is in your heart if you are the least bit glad for
his problems. Feuds and vicious exchange of words that
extend over a period of time is fueled by envy, and envy
comes from selfishness and the love of money. A
preacher is rebuked by another for bad conduct or false
teaching. The one rebuked becomes angry and retali-
ates with aggressive words. Truth is lost in the exchange,
and each continues from envy to assault the other. Now
truth is not altered by heated exchanges of charges and
counter-charges. It is not changed by heaping “wit-
nesses” and colleagues to support his charges. The man
who stands for or against the truth never changes it one
particle. He stands in defense of it or opposed to it. And
Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32). Why do these preach-
ers continue to feud with each other? The answer is envy
and the love of money.

Strife is closely associated with envy, and is usually
named with it. Strife is a factious mind. It is based upon
self-ambition, a self-seeking party spirit that gathers
sympathetic followers who separate from others. Usu-
ally when preacher turns against preacher, each seeks
to gather sympathetic followers to rally to the cause over
which the division occurred. Envy and strife go together.
Contention is a self-serving, usually insincere, person
whose motives are to hurt others who stand in his way
of promoting his self-interests. This word is mentioned
with envy and strife in Philippians 1:15-16. A conten-
tious person is dangerous to the truth. It is time for each

individual to examine his heart and dig out all envy,
strife, jealous and contention, and get about the busi-
ness of preaching the gospel to a lost and dying world.
There is more than anyone can do in a lifetime. We ought
to encourage each other and give all the strength to ev-
ery preacher of the gospel we know. The only situation
which should never be encouraged is that man who
preachers “another gospel” or who does not bring the
doctrine of Christ. Every brother that walketh disorderly
and not according to the truth, should be disciplined,
with the hope that he will repent and return to the Lord.

HE theme of the book of Haggai is: “Build the
Temple.” In 536 B.C., about 50,000 Jews, un-
der Zerubbabel’s leadership, returned from cap-
tivity. Isaiah prophesied 150 years earlier that

Cyrus would issue a decree allowing the Jews to return
home after 70 years in captivity (Isaiah 44:24-45:7; Cf.
Jeremiah 25:11). After their return,
they erected an altar and sacrificed
on it burnt offerings to the Lord
(Ezra 3:26). They also gathered
materials with which to build the
temple; and in the second year, the
work began (Ezra 4:1-24). Their
enthusiasm however, cooled when
they met with opposition from their
adversaries, the Samaritans (Ezra 4:2-5), who eventu-
ally obtained from KingArtaxerxes a decree forbidding
the work. The work ceased, and God’s house lay waste.

The zeal with which their labor began grew cold.
These exiled people returned to their homeland with
high hopes and great expectations for happiness and
prosperity. But their hearts were not sufficiently moti-
vated to cause them to arise and build while enduring
inward distractions and outward opposition. They com-
placently acquiesced to the enforced cessation of their
great work. They viewed the temple ruins with a cer-
tain amount of despondency, then turned their attention
to their own personal concerns. They were more than
willing to leave the temple restoration to other times
and stronger hands. Finally, someone discovered the
original decree of Cyrus and ended the interdict of
Artaxerxes.
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Now, the Jews received all kinds of offers of assis-
tance in carrying out the original plans. The temple work,
however, did not resume. Even after the opposition
lifted, the people continued in their indifference to the
work of rebuilding, having neither the interest or cour-
age needed to resume. They seemed glad for an excuse
to be idle. Interestingly enough, neither danger nor dif-
ficulty prevented them from building themselves luxu-
rious houses. But, regarding God’s house, they said,
“The time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house
should be built” (Haggai 1: 2). God raised up Haggai,
the prophet, to reprove them for their indifference and
slothfulness in rebuilding the temple.

Haggai said: “consider your ways” (1: 5, 7). Liter-
ally, “set your heart on your ways.” They needed to take
a good look at themselves and consider what they had
done since returning from Babylon. Their food, drink,
and clothing were inadequate (1:6,9). They were not
satisfied; nor did they have enough. Their priorities were
wrong; therefore, Jehovah blessed them meagerly. Their
failure to arise and build was due to their own careless-
ness (Haggai 1:2). They were concerned about their own
luxury and comfort (Haggai 1:4). Their attitude was “let
us build our own houses before we talk about the Lord’s
house.”

Much good and important work remains undone
because we put off doing it. Remember, “the road to
hell is paved with good intentions.” Many have lapsed
into the same lethargic spiritual condition that charac-
terized Israel, judging themselves to be righteous be-
cause of what they do not do. “Consider your ways.” A
wax dummy does not lie, steal, or listen to dirty jokes;
but he also does not visit the sick, clean the building,
teach a class, prepare for Bible Study, attend a gospel
meeting, or worship regularly. Think of what could be
accomplished if we all “considered our ways” and fol-
lowed the instructions given in Haggai 2:4, “Be strong...
and work.” Israel’s strength (as is ours) was not in num-
bers (Deuteronomy 7:8-9; Judges 7; I Samuel 14), but
“in the Lord, and in the strength of His might”
(Ephesians 6:10).

Yet, among today’s professed Christians are those
who cannot see beyond themselves, and who imagine
that a man’s chief duty upon the earth is to do the best
for himself, while “the house of God lieth waste.” Per-
haps, it is past time for us to stop to “consider our ways.”

No one can travel along life’s path with any degree

of success if he doesn’t first consider where that path is
going. The man who does not “consider his ways” is
certain to come to grief. The man who rushes on blindly
will eventually fall into the ditch. If one is to be accept-
able to the Lord, he must become intimately acquainted
with his own ways. Paul said, “Examine yourselves as
to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you
not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—un-
less indeed you are disqualified.” (II Corinthians 13:5)
Without this self-inspection, we cannot become aware
of our deficiencies. Are we continually examining our-
selves that we might grow in our service to Him who
loved and died for us?

If the Israelites would “consider their ways” and
“be strong... and work” they would enjoy the promise
of the Lord, “for I am with you” (2:4). This should have
been enough to silence their fears. All our labor is for
nothing if the Lord is not with us. Jesus said, “I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I
in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing” {John 15:5}. No task authorized by the Lord
is too big for us to accomplish if we will just work.
Paul said, “I can do all things in Him that strengtheneth
me.” (Philippians 4:13)

Israel could surely remember how the Lord had been
with their fathers when they passed through the Red
Sea, during all their wilderness wanderings, and their
conquest of Canaan. God delivered them from
Babylonian captivity. With all that history, how could
they doubt God’s promise now? How could they be so
indifferent?

We have the same promise today. “Teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20). Let us “consider our ways” and set
our priorities appropriately; let us “be strong and work.”
Let us arise and build the Lord’s house.

Bennie Johns is in the business of
copying out of print books, de-
bates and sermons and putting
them on CDs. If interested contact
him at:

Phone 256-798-2680

bjohns@hiwaay.net
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The Greatest
by Geneva Brown Smith

ND now abide, faith, hope, love,
these three, but the greatest of these
is love” (I Corinthians 13:13).

While reading these profound
words from the pen of inspiration, one is
made to stand in awe of the great
intellect from which they came. No
one in the universe except this all
wise, all powerful, and ever present
Being could have spoken these
words with such great authority.

He is the one who taught us the
meaning of this highest form of love
(agape) when He gave His only son
as a sacrifice for us. This was a love be-
stowed upon entirely unworthy subjects,
“while we were yet sinners.”

Knowing that the Scriptures say, “with-
out faith it is impossible to please God,”
(Hebrews 11:6), and that “we are saved by
hope,” (Romans 8:24), we must conclude
that these are vitally essential, and that one
cannot enter Heaven without possessing
these. There is, however, one greater:

Love, in our society has many meanings.
Much has been said and written about ro-
mantic love. Great works of literature con-
tain stories of romantic, sometimes tragic
love. In the great Shakespearean tragedy,
Romeo and Juliet, the two lovers were will-
ing to die rather than face life without each
other. Elizabeth Barrett Browning poured
out her heart for all the world to read when
she wrote of her beloved husband, “How do
I love thee, let me count the ways.”

The Bible contains many accounts of this
type of love. Jacob loved Rachel, and was
willing to work seven years for her father in
order to obtain permission to marry her.
When the seven years had expired and he
was given Leah, the older daughter instead,
he worked seven more years so that he could
have Rachel as his wife.

Brotherly love, (Phileo) is beautiful to see.
Because of the lack of it, friends have become
estranged, churches have been torn asunder,
and even kingdoms have fallen. Life would
be so simple if everyone loved “his neighbor

as himself.”
Someone has said that “love makes

the world go ‘round,” and in a sense
this is true. What a wonderful world
this would be if everyone looked to the
interests of others. There would be no
need for prisons, courts, or locks on
doors. Certainly, no one would steal

from another, or try to inflict bodily harm on
another. Wars would become only “horrors of
the past.” Our world would be a safe and
peaceful place in which to live if everyone
loved.

Love is a very powerful emotion. It is the
cement that binds friends together for life.
Love is the motivation that causes a young
mother to sacrifice many hours of the rest she
needs in deference to her young child. Love is
the look of pride in the eyes of the father when
his son succeeds. Love is the foundation of
the home, and the hope of the world.

To Christians, probably the most precious
and meaningful Scripture about love is John
3:16. “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only begotten son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” When we try to fully com-
prehend the depth of this marvelous eternal
truth, our finite minds do not allow us to enter
into that realm of understanding.

The Bible does not tell us WHY God pos-
sessed this great love for us. In view of His
great sacrifice, however, one would have to
agree that “The greatest of these is love.”
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Bible Questions—Bible Answers
by Don Martin

Question: What does the Bible say concerning an-
nulment of a marriage?

Answer: In today’s America, annulment has become
common-place. Some practice annulment without giv-
ing any thought to the Bible’s teaching regarding this
subject. How does Bible truth relate to annulment?
Annulment, as applied to marriage, means, “The for-
mal declaration that annuls a marriage” (Random
House College Dictionary). In addressing this
subject, we are at a disadvantage, in that the
Scriptures contain nothing about annulment, as
applied to marriage. Its absence should cause
great caution.

God’s law for marriage is documented in
such passages as: Genesis 2:18-25; Matthew
5:32, 19:9; I Corinthians 7; and Romans 7:1-3.
God’s law states that two people are joined
(bound) together for life. Death and adultery
are the only contingencies (Romans 7:2; Matthew 5:32,
19:9). Notice the emphatic warning: “What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder”
(Matthew 19:9).

This writer freely admits to not having knowledge
of all the civil and religious practices that come under
the heading of marriage annulment. Some, I understand,
limit annulment to specific cases where vows are ex-
changed but, for some reason, the marriage is not physi-
cally consummated. Others obtain annulments through
their churches, years and several children after their
marriage ceremonies. No man, civil or religious, has
the right to dissolve a marriage (only God can dissolve
the marriage bond) on grounds other than what God
has expressly said! (Revelation 22:18. 19).

Dear reader, God revealed his will concerning mar-
riage. Man needs to desist from his own legislation and
rebellion against God’s law (cf. Mark 7:1-13, Matthew
19:3). Man, it seems, incessantly attempts to circum-
vent, or go around, what God has said; marriage is no
exception. It is the height of folly for man to believe he
can arbitrarily annul what God has established.

Question: Is Hell annihilation?
Answer: Not a few today unashamedly deny the

existence of Hell. For the most part, they are motivated,
either by the “God is too good to eternally punish” phi-

losophy; or they are products of the “positive” move-
ment (Hell is definitely not positive). This is really
strange, since most of these same people who deny the
existence of Hell believe in heaven. Others, even reli-
gionists, attempt to acknowledge Hell as a Biblical sub-
ject, but they then proceed to alter and distort the Bible’s
teaching on this basic Bible truth. These religionists are
known as materialists.Allow me to quote from the writ-
ings of one such religionist:

“Is hell a hot place? Do Sheol and Hades
refer to some place where the wicked suffer
after death? It is plain that they do not, for
we have already seen that the dead are not
conscious and, therefore, cannot suffer. So
this illustration (Luke 16:19-31, dm) does not
teach that some dead persons are tormented
in a literal fiery Hell. So when Jesus said that
persons would be thrown into Gehenna for

their bad deeds, what did he mean? Not that they would
be tormented forever...” (The Truth That Leads to Eter-
nal Life, pgs. 41, 43, 44, a Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society publication, the Jehovah Witnesses).

Indeed, the doctrine of Hell is a Biblical doctrine.
The Greek Word translated “Hell” is found twelve times
in the Greek New Testament. By artfully confusing Hell
(geennna) with Hades, materialists successfully mislead
some into believing Hell is simply annihilation or non-
existence.

Hades and Hell are two different words. Hades
has not been translated, only transliterated. Hades is
found eleven times in the Greek New Testament. Of
the eleven occurrences, Hades is translated “grave” once
and “Hell” ten times in the King James Version. Hell is
from the Greek geenna. Geenna is found twelve times
and is consistently translated “Hell” in most transla-
tions.

Hades and Hell are not the same place. Geenna
(Hell), as used in the scriptures, denotes a place of eter-
nal punishment. Jesus associated damnation with
geenna (Matthew 23:33). In fact, Jesus used geenna in
such a way as to identify Hell as the place of damnation
(Ibid.) Hell (geenna) is the place of eternal punishment,
“fire that never shall be quenched” and “…their worm
dieth not” (Mark 9:43ff). Hades, on the other hand,
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should never be translated Hell.
Those who deny the Bible’s plain teaching regard-

ing Hell and the fact that Hell is a place of everlasting,
conscious punishment make a play on the word “de-
stroy”. Jesus said, “And do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who
is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew
10:28) They say “destroy” means to extinguish or anni-
hilate.

“Destroy” is the from the Greek word apollumi and
is found 92 times in the Greek New Testament. The
world of Noah’s day perished with water, we are told (II
Peter 3:6). “Perish” is from apollumi. Did the antedilu-
vian world cease to exist, or was it annihilated? We con-
tinue on the same earth or world; hence, it was not an-
nihilated? When the apostles were engulfed in the great
tempest, they said: “Lord, save us, we perish” (Mat-
thew 8:25). Did they believe they were about to be an-
nihilated (apollumi)?

One of the common purposes of the word “destroy”
(apollumi) is to suggest the spiritually lost. Jesus came
“to save that which was lost (apollumi, Matthew 18:11).
Apollumi suggests the opposite of saved (John 3:16).
The prodigal son was lost (apollumi, Luke 15:24). Was
he annihilated? The answer is no. Allow me to quote
W.E. Vine regarding “destroy” (apollumi):

“A-1, appolumi, {Verb, 622} a strengthened form
of ollumi, signifies “to destroy utterly; in Middle voice,
“to perish.” The idea is not extinction but ruin, loss, not
of being, but of well-being. This is clear from its use,
as, e.g., of the marring of wine skins, Luke 5:36; of lost
sheep, i.e. lost to the shepherd, metaphorical of spiri-
tual destitution, Luke 15:4,6, etc.; the lost son, Luke
15:24; of the perishing of food, John 6:27; of gold, I
Peter 1:7. So the persons, Matthew 2:13, “destroy;”
Matthew 8:25, “perish;” Matthew 22:7; 27:20; of the
loss of well-being in the case of the unsaved hereafter,
Matthew 10:28; Luke 13:3,5; John 3:16 (vers.15 in some
mss.); 10:28; 17:12; Romans 2:12; I Corinthians 15:18;
II Corinthians 2:15, “are perishing;” II Corinthians 4:3;
2 Thessalonians 2:10; James 4:12; II Peter 3:9. Cp. B,
II, No.1. See DIE, LOSE, MARRED, PERISH” (W. E.
Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words.)

Do the scriptures, though, present Hell as a place of
endless and conscious punishment to be suffered by the
wicked after the Judgment Day? Jesus used Gehenna
(or geenna) to describe it as a place of “fire that never
shall be quenched” (Mark 10: 43, Jesus used the illus-
tration of the literal Valley of Hinnom or Geenna to teach

the spiritual truth of the spiritual geenna). He then said,
“where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched” (verse 46). Of the lost, it is said: “ ..he shall
be tormented with fire and brimstone; the smoke of their
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever; and they have
no rest day nor night” (Revelation 14:10, 11). Hell ap-
pears to be more than annihilation, does it not? How
could such, described as “forever,” punishment not in-
volve consciousness? (See also Luke 16:19-31.)

Beloved, Jesus spoke plainly regarding the eternality
of the punishment of the wicked. Hear him: “And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righ-
teous into life eternal” (Matthew 25:46). The words
“everlasting” (state of the wicked) and “eternal” (state
of the saved) are both derived from the same Greek word
(anionios). Hence, the everlasting punishment of the
wicked will be just as eternal as the eternal life of the
saved. In a similar fashion, the saved will be conscious
in heaven. “And I heard a loud voice from heaven say-
ing, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.
God Himself will be with them and be their God. And
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed
away.” (Revelation 21:3,4) So will the wicked be con-
scious in geenna. “Blessed are those who do His com-
mandments, that they may have the right to the tree of
life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But
outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral
and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and
practices a lie.” (Revelation 22:14,15)

One source of the punishment will be “everlasting
fire” which was prepared for the devil and his angels
(Matthew 25:30). In Hell, there will be “weeping and
gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 25:30, indicative of a con-
scious state).

The Bible’s teaching regarding Hell , and the con-
sciousand eternal punishment to beexperienced in Hell,
is a great source of motivation to serve God today. In
closing, “ A nd to you who are trouble rest with us, when
the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeanceon them
that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlast-
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power…” (II Thessalonians 1:7-9, see
al so John 15:6, M atthew 13:41,42).
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Abuse of Power
by Edward O. Bragwell, Sr.

ODERN society is plagued by a lack of re-
spect for authority. No civilized society can
last under those circumstances. Sooner or later,
chaos will prevail.

God, in his wisdom, has formed society into under
and over relationships. In the New Testament, the
apostles and other writers made clear that Christians
are to respect these relationships. The Apostle
Paul, devoted a goodly part of two epistles to
dealing with these relationships– Ephesians and
Colossians. Those under authority must will-
ingly submit themselves to that authority to
please God. Likewise, those in authority must
treat those under them with respect.

Parents should begin early to teach their
children to respect authority in all aspects of
their lives. It begins with respect for parental authority.
It later extends to school authority, to government au-
thority, and all other types of authority. A good mother,
by example, can show her children how to act while
under the authority of another – her husband. A good
father, by example, can show them how to behave to-
ward those under their authority. So, the children, when
they leave the nest, and go out into society will have
some concept of what authority is all about. They need
this for the rest of their lives they are going to be both
under authority and be in places of authority over oth-
ers.

Those with authority have every right to expect that
their authority be respected. But that is just half of the
equation. Those under authority have the right to be re-
spected by those who are over them. Each time the
apostle Paul wrote concerning those who are under au-
thority and their duty to respect those over them, he
always accompanied that with a word of admonition to
those who were over them.

For example, when he told children to obey their
parents in the Lord, he told their fathers to not provoke
him to anger. One word of caution, not getting the re-
spect that one should have does not give a him the right
to rebel against those over them. Let us now look at
some examples of the abuse of power or authority:

Abusive Parents
We are aware that any reasonable discipline is con-

sidered by some as child abuse. For years, activists have
tried to ban corporal punishment. They have succeeded
in get it all but abandoned in our public schools. Now
they are working on getting it abandoned from our
homes. This is not only a mistake, it is contrary to the
will of God. The wise man wrote, “He that spareth his
rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth

him betimes. (Proverbs 13:24). Parents have
every right to reasonably spank their children,
yea the responsibility to do it.

Evidently, some interpret this as a license
to abuse. It is to the point that we daily hear of
injury and even the death of children caused
by their parents or caretakers. No reasonable
person would support such abuse of parental
authority, but would want to see such abusers

punished to the fullest extent of the law. Unruly chil-
dren do not need unruly parents. However, this should
not deter parents from using reasonable disciplinary
measures. The worst kind of child abuse is to withhold
needed discipline.

Abusive Husbands
The women’s Lib movement tries hard to convince

women that they do not have to submit to anyone, much
less their husbands. Never mind that the Bible says that
women are to be in subjection to their husbands in ev-
erything (Ephesians 5:23). The husband is the God ap-
pointed head of the household (Ephesians 5:25).AGod-
fearing woman will submit to her husband as unto the
Lord. (Ephesians 5:22).

One of the qualifications of an elder is that he know
how to rule his own house (I Timothy 3). It does not
merely say to rule, but that he know how to rule well.
There is a difference. One does not rule well, whose
rule is based on intimidation rather than honor and re-
spect. Being the head does not give a man the right to
treat his wife as a doormat. It does not to give him the
right to physically or mentally abuse her. He is to love
his wife as his own body. (Ephesians 5:28). He is to
treat her with honor as the weaker vessel (I Peter 3:7).

Abusive Government
The God ordained civil government, as his agency

on earth to administer punishment to the evildoer and
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to facilitate an orderly society (Romans 13: 1-5). Chris-
tians are commanded to submit to their governments
for conscience sake. This command was given at a time
when Christians were living under the abusive Roman
empire. In spite of the abuse, they were still to honor
those powers and pay their taxes, “render therefore to
all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to
whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom
honour.” (Romans 13: 7).

But, it is a shame how you can take a person and
give him a badge or any position of authority and watch
him transform himself into a tyrant. Millions today are
living under such governments. There is little, a Chris-
tian can or should do about it, other than pray for those
in authority that we may live a quiet and peaceable life
under their reign (I Timothy 2:2). Since the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, we can only use teaching
and moral persuasion to bring about change. New Tes-
tament Christians, neither collectively nor distributively,
made it their mission to reform Rome. They saw them-
selves as strangers and pilgrims on their way to a better
country. In the meantime, they submitted themselves “to
every ordinance of man” for conscious and influence
sake. They were confident that God would give them
strength to bear the abuse.

Peter shows that the abuse of those over us is no
excuse for our not fulfilling our duty to submit (I Peter
2:18). But those who abuse their position of authority
in the home, in society or in the government will be
held accountable to God in the day of judgment (Cf. I
Thessalonians 1:6-9).

Abusive Elders
God, in his wisdom, ordained that Christians are to

serve under elders in every church (Acts 14: 23). They
are said to be “over you in the Lord.” (1 Thess. 5: 12).
Congregations may function, and did function, at times
without elders, but something was lacking. (Cf. Titus 1:
5). As soon as a plurality of men can be qualified, they
should be appointed to this good work. Something is
wrong when a sizable congregation goes for years with-
out elders.

“Elders”, “bishops”, and “pastors” all refer to the
same positions. They are to “feed” or “shepherd” the
flock of God among them (1 Peter 5: 2). Their oversight
is limited to the flock among them. Their work is to
watch after the souls of the members of that congrega-
tion (Hebrews 13:17). There’s no question that we are

to “obey”, “submit,” and “honor,” these men. Men who
meet the qualifications given in 1 Timothy chapter 3
and Titus chapter 1 and do the work assigned to them
by the Holy Spirit (Acts 20: 28), are men who should
be esteemed highly for their work’s sake. Their work is
vital to the effective working of the congregation.
(Ephesians 4:11-16).

The idea that elders have no authority, but can only
lead or rule by example is not taught in I Peter 5 or
anywhere else in the New Testament, as some allege.
The fact that others are to submit and obey suggests
that they have some kind of authority that must be re-
spected. The term, “overseer,” from the word, episkopos,
also suggests authority. It carries the idea of being a
superintendent. Thayer says that episkopos means, “an
overseer, a man charged with the duty of seeing that
things done by others are done rightly, a curator, guard-
ian, or superintendent.” So to summarize the work of
elders; as “shepherds,” they are in charge of the feeding
and safety of the flock; as “bishops,” they are in charge
of overseeing the work of the congregation so that it
may be done right; “elders” suggests they have the ma-
turity and experience to do these things. To do this one
must be “apt to teach” and able to convict the gainsayer
(I Timothy 3: 2; Titus 1: 9).

It is unfortunate that in the church today that elders
are often appointed because of their social standing,
popularity among the members, secular managerial
skills, and

or political ability, rather than their knowledge of
the word and their ability to apply to the needs of the
church. They assume the role of a “corporate board”
often with a dominant elder acting as Chairman of the
Board – sometimes with the preacher acting as CEO.
They see themselves with a business to run rather than
a flock to shepherd. In keeping with the times, they build
and maintain elaborate facilities . So the bulk of their
time is spent on ways to keep the numbers and money
needed to keep their corporate-like body afloat. It seems
to escape them that their work is primarily spiritual and
is that of taking care of the spiritual house of God (I
Timothy 3: 5). So, too many congregations are patterned
after modern business corporations rather than the doc-
trine of Christ.

Peter makes it clear that the role of elders, is that of
The overseers and shepherds and not as lords. The
phrase, “not as being lords over God’s heritage,” quali-
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fies the kind of oversight that elders are commanded to
have. The eldership is not a lordship. Lordship is what
Jesus warned his disciples against when they were argu-
ing about who would be the greatest in the kingdom of
God. (Luke 22: 25).

There is room in the church for just one Lord – He
sits at the right hand of his Father on high. The elders
have no authority of their own. They lead the church in
its submission to the authority of the head, Jesus Christ.
They see that the work and worship is done right. A part
of the work of the church is to discipline unruly and
ungodly members (I Corinthians 5; II Thessalonians. 3).
They lead and oversee in this as well.

The responsibility of elders is awesome. As it is in
secular matters, the greater the responsibility and au-
thority, the greater is the potential for abuse. There’s a
difference between a lord and a shepherd. A lord is not
too concerned about the feelings and concerns of those
under him. His main interest is that those under him are
under control.

A good shepherd’s primary interest is the welfare of
the flock with which he has been entrusted. He must
remember that it is God’s heritage that he is called on to
oversee is not his and that he will give an account to the
chief Shepherd for it, when He shall appear. (I Peter 5:
4). While a good shepherd is not governed by the will of
the sheep, still he governs by leading the sheep rather
than driving them. The sheep know its voice and follow
(John 10: 4) and they know that he has their best interest
at heart. Often elders will sit in their “ivory tower” and
make decisions that affect the whole congregation with-
out communicating with the congregation as to how it
might affect any plans or concerns they might have. That
is acting more like autocratic lords than loving shep-
herds. In the matter of church discipline, all too often
the concern is for how it will affect their control over
the membership. It is all but forgotten that scriptural
church discipline is to save the soul of the offender and
not to save the face of the church. It is to purify the church
(remove the leavening influence of sin - I Corinthians
5) and not to rid the church of all dissent. There are cases
where elderships take months and even years to deal
with open flagrant sin, yet take only a few days to with-
draw from those who dared to question their leadership
decisions. That, my brother, is an abuse of power.

Elders like anyone else are subject to making unjust
judgments and decisions. When that happens, are Chris-

tians automatically bound by these? I do not know if
Diotrephes was an elder who was too big for his britches,
as some suggest, or not (III John 9). I do know that he
was one who wielded considerable power in the church
where he attended. He is a prime example of the kind
of power that no man or group in the church should
ever be allowed to have.

Back when the institutional issue became prominent,
many justified their support of the institutions by point-
ing out that we must be subject to the elders and the
elders have decided that this is good work. I heard a
teacher in a Bible classroom of one of “our colleges,”
answer the question: “What may the church spend its
money on?, by saying, “Anything that elders decide is a
good work?” A student asked, “What if they decided to
spend it on a piano?” The silence was deafening. But
that kind of mentality has led to many of the unscriptural
innovations of the past. When elders assume the role of
lords, and the membership assumes the role of uncon-
ditional subjects – the church is setting itself up for apos-
tasy.

Conclusion
Let us always be humble enough to submit to those

whom the Lord expects us to and to always show honor
and respect for those over us, in the home, in the state,
and in the Lord. Let us not lightly challenge any deci-
sion that they might make because of the awesome re-
sponsibility that they have in their place in leadership.
But there is a higher authority, whose word must be
adhered to first (Acts 5: 29).
e.dbragwell@gmail.com

A Place to Worship
Isn’t it always a joy to wor-

ship with other Christians
when you are traveling? Why
not let people know where you
meet? Simply send your infor-
mation to Gospel Truths and
you can place your Ad free.
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Among the many facts contained in the Bible is that
there are at least two ways one may lose his own soul:

1. One may lose his own soul by living and dying with-
out any kind of religion at all. He may live like an animal,
graceless, faithless, prayerless, and godless (Romans 1:18-
32).

2. Secondly, a man may lose his own soul by taking up
some useless kind of religion. He may live his life and
finally die content with his false religion, resting on base-
less hope. This is probably the most common way to hell
there is among man today.

Please bear with me as I tell you what I mean by use-
less kinds of religion.

A religion is completely useless in which Jesus is not
the principal object, and does not fill the principal place.
There are far too many calling themselves Christians who
know little if anything about Jesus. Their religion consists
in a few vague notions and empty expressions. They de-
voutly attest to the fact that they are no worse than anyone
else. They keep themselves isolated in their own little build-
ing. They try to do their duty as they are told. They are
careful to do no one harm. They hope that God will show
them mercy. They trust that God will forgive their sins,
and finally take them to heaven sometime off in the future.
This is about the extent of their religious adherence, knowl-
edge, and understanding.

But what do these people actually know about Christ?
Nothing— nothing at all! What experimental acquaintance
have they with His office and work, His blood, His righ-
teousness, His mediation, His priesthood, His church, His
judgment? None! Ask them about a saving faith and ask
them about the new birth (John 3:3-5). What answer do
you think you will get? You are a barbarian to them. You
asked them some simple Bible questions, but they know
no more about them than they do about Buddha or
Mohammed. And yet, such is the religion of hundreds of
thousands of people who wear the biblical name Christian
(Acts 11:26).

My friend, let me warn you if you are of this number.
All notions and theories apart from obedience to Christ
will avail absolutely nothing. You must obey the Lord Jesus
Christ if your religion is acceptable to God (Hebrews 5:8,9).
The God of heaven has appointed Christ as savior of the
saved, if you would have an acceptable religion you must
recognize that the only way is to comply with the scrip-
tural instruction (Acts 4:12). “ANY RELIGION WITH-
OUT OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST WILL AVAIL NOTH-
ING.”

The Power of GodUseless Religion
by Garreth L. Clair The apostles’ doctrine begins with God (Father, Son

and Holy Spirit). John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2The same was in the beginning with God. 3All
things were made by Him; and without Him was not any-
thing made that was made.” “God… 2Hath in these last
days spoken unto us by His Son, whom He hath appointed
Heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds;
3Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word
of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high” (He-
brews 1:1-3). Thus, not only did God (Christ) create the
universe, but He continues to uphold all things by the
word of His power.

When we think of the great universe of which we are
a part I stand in awe of all that has been made by God.
We live in a tremendously large Universe. While its outer
limits have not been measured, it is estimated to be as
much as 20 billion light years in diameter (i.e., the dis-
tance it would take light to travel across the Universe at a
speed of over 186,000 miles per second).

There are an estimated one billion galaxies in the Uni-
verse, and an estiReligion and Politicsby James R. 25
sextillion stars. The Milky Way galaxy in which we live
contains over 100 billion stars, and is so large that even
traveling at the speed of light would require 100,000 years
to cross its diameter.

With light traveling at the rate of 186,000 miles per
second, in 100,000 years, that would be 587 quadrillion
miles just to cross the diameter of a single galaxy.

If we drew a map of the Milky Way galaxy, and repre-
sented the Earth and Sun as two dots one inch apart (thus
a scale of one inch equals 93 million miles — the dis-
tance between the Earth and the Sun), we would need a
map at least four miles wide to locate the next nearest
star, and a map 25,000 miles wide to reach the center of
our galaxy.

“The Man Upstairs”
Most folks have downgraded Deity to that of a Super-

man. They refer to Him as “the man upstairs” and other
such super-human labels. God (the Father) is the designer
of all that exists. The Son (Christ) created it even making
man in His own image and after His own likeness (John
1:1-3). The Holy Spirit organized it (Genesis 1:2). Friends,
this is not humanity or super-humanity. This is Deity at
work. And, according to Hebrews 1:3, Christ is still up-
holding all things by the word of His power.
Editor
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Religion and Politics
by James R. Dunigan

have thought long and hard about this article. I
have taken “pen to paper” many times to write
an article like this only to stop and put it off
until later. Religion and politics are two sub-

jects that stir the ire of people all over the world. People
have gone to war over these subjects and families have
been torn asunder. Preachers walk a fine line in the world
of politics. We often find ourselves answering people’s
questions in the regards of who to vote for or who we
plan to vote for with the generic response of
“vote your conscience.” Surely men who make
their lives work preaching the gospel can re-
spond better than that. Would we respond to
people in other areas like that? If a brother asked
me about committing a sin (stealing, adultery,
etc.) or engaging in an activity that will harm
themselves or destroy their Christian influence
would I shrug it off with a “Do what your con-
science tells you?” Or would I lovingly talk with him about
setting biblical principles for his actions and life? Wouldn’t
I give him book, chapter and verse on the subject and
pray that he apply them and make the right decision?

One of the things we should remember in all things is
prayer, even in regards to our government. The person
that has been elected may not have been your choice but
we must still pray for him. Paul said to pray, pay and obey
the government. Romans 13, Titus 3:1, I Timothy 2:1-3.
Peter taught the same thing in his epistle I Peter 2:13-14.
Jesus even taught for us to obey the government in paying
our taxes and obeying its laws (Matthew 22:16-18). So
no matter who is elected we should remember them and
our government in our prayers then obey the laws they set
that do not interfere with our obedience to God.

I am not writing this in opposition to or support for
one candidate over another. I have some I will vote for
and some I would not because I do not agree with their
stance on moral issues. It would be nice if Christians were
as vocal and defensive about their Christianity as they
were their politics! It seems that Christians as a whole are
timid about discussing Christianity. We show great pas-
sion in talking sports, politics or a variety of other sub-
jects but duck our heads and slink away when religion
comes up! Are we truly passionate about Christianity?
Do we feel strongly enough about our beliefs to fight for

them? Philippians 1:7, Jude 3.
Do religion and politics mix? Can the church be in-

volved in politics? We see many churches open their doors
and allow voting booths to be put in and used as a place to
vote. Again I ask can the church be involved in politics,
even on this seemingly mundane level. Can I preach from
the pulpit to support one candidate over another? Can I
use the church bulletin to do the same? Can the church
throw its weight behind one candidate over another? I

know some other churches have done this very
thing but the answer to all of those questions is
a resounding NO! When it comes to political
issues then we cannot do these things. But what
concerns me is how so many of us , when it
comes to voting, throw out what really matters
and that is moral issues.

As a Christian I should be doing my best to
influence government to follow God’s moral

laws. It is my right as a citizen of this country to write my
government leaders and implore them to think about the
moral issues and vote appropriately. One other right we
all have is to vote for the candidate of our choice. I be-
lieve we should do our best to vote for the candidate that
stands for what is right and moral. Do we or do we not
stand against immorality? That stance is to be made indi-
vidually and as a congregation. I am not advocating the
church come together and participate in political rallies
but I am suggesting when we vote we should take a good
look at the person we are voting for and judge whether or
not he is truly standing firm on the moral issues that are
plaguing our nation. Do we not stand against abortion,
homosexuality, euthanasia, alcohol, gambling, pornogra-
phy, adultery, etc? (Romans 1:22-32, I Corinthians 6:9-
11, I Timothy 1:9-10, II Timothy. 3:1-5, Mark 6:18.)

The church is the pillar and ground of truth (I Timothy
3:15.) It is the responsibility of the Christian and the church
to oppose evil. (Ephesians 5:11; Acts 24:25.) Why do so
many think that defense of the truth and the stand for
morality stops at the voting booth? So who should re-
ceive our votes in the upcoming elections? Democrats,
Republicans, Green Party, Independents or some other
political party? I can’t say who you should vote for, but as
for me I plan to vote for the man or woman that makes a
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stand for morality. Can I support a gambling establish-
ment because it would be “good for our economy?” Can I
support an abortion clinic because they are simply help-
ing rid the world of unwanted children who would have
been unloved anyway? Can I support false teachers like
Billy Graham or Mark Copeland because they are, after
all, men who seem to be living moral lives, but on the
other hand cause great harm by teaching God’s word
falsely? If I cannot support anyone like that then why
would I vote for someone who denies Christ and God as
He is revealed in the Bible? Can I support anyone who
does not accept the Bible as the last and true Testament of
God and His Son? Can I support homosexual adoptions
because even though they are condemned by God as rep-
robates they would most likely provide loving and caring
homes? If I cannot support these issues then why vote for
people who do? To me to vote for someone that says pub-
licly they support immorality is to vote against God. That
may seem a radical idea but it is how I feel. Doesn’t God
oppose immorality? When we vote for immoral people
who support and stand for immorality then we are taking
a stance against any who oppose such things. If God op-
poses immorality and we as God’s children are told to do
the same what are we doing and saying when we vote for
people who make it their goal to break down the narrow
minds of conservative people and force upon us the im-
moral actions of gambling, alcohol, homosexuality, abor-
tion and the like?

When we became a Christian we put behind us the
things we had been doing and holding onto that was against
God. (John 3:3-5, I Corinthians12:20; Colossians 3:1-9;
Hebrews 4:15, Colossians 1:13-14.) We are a new crea-
tures in Christ, members of the body of Christ, we are
living a new life, living by a new standard and we are now
citizens in the kingdom of God. Will God allow those who
practice such immorality into heaven? Will God allow such
immorality in His kingdom (I Corinthians 9:5-13)? When
one lives as a Christian he MUST oppose those things
which are immoral and in opposition of God’s law! What
will guide your vote? Emotions or facts? Pray to God about
your vote as you pray in all things, then make the vote
that you know will please Him. I am not going to tell you
who to vote for in any shape, form or fashion, I am going
to suggest you let the Bible be your guide. If you do then
the person best suited for the work will be apparent. As
for me ? Well if you ask me don’t be surprised when I
answer you with “I am voting for the person who stands
most in line with God’s moral laws” no matter what party
he/she happens to be a member of.
jdunigan@ma.rr.com

When God Does Not Hear
by Steven Harper

am sure we have all experienced the frustra-
tion of not being heard. As a parent, I wonder
sometimes if I am talking to the walls because
things I say seem to not be heard by anyone but
myself and I have to repeat some things numerous

times before the words are actually heard by the intended
audience. Maybe you have experienced this or other occa-
sions where no one seemed to hear you. Maybe you had
‘hard of hearing’ employees when you sat at a table in a

restaurant waiting to order; maybe
you couldn’t get anyone to listen to
you when you tried to explain what
was wrong with your car when you
brought it in for service; maybe you
couldn’t get anyone in the school to
listen when you asked about your
child’s troubles; maybe you couldn’t
get anyone in your office to hear your
solution to the problem at hand and

you could only sit by and watch things get worse.
Whatever the case, though, it is indeed frustrating to

have something to say, only to have no one to hear it.
[Preachers can tell you they often wonder if anyone hears
what they are saying or writing.] And have you ever been
in trouble or distress and were calling out for help or look-
ing for a helping hand, only to find no one was listening or
no one cared? It is then that our frustration turns to des-
peration and, sometimes, despair because we aren’t just
looking to be heard — we’re looking for help! When no
one seems to be listening when you need help the most,
what do you do? To whom do you turn?

It is in troubling times that many men finally begin to
look up and desire the ear of God. In troubled times and in
desperate situations, men sometimes realize that they can-
not do it alone and they need someone bigger than their
problems to help. Sometimes, men who have never given
God a thought begin to think about one who is bigger than
all and capable of conquering anything and they seek His
help. But will He hear us? And what if He doesn’t?

Before we wait until it is too late to appeal to God for
help, we should seriously consider these very questions
because if you know anything about God at all, you know
it would be a terrible position to be in to know that God
would not hear you in your darkest hour — and that very
well may be a possibility, for there are times when God
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does not hear. For our good, let us consider such situa-
tions and strive to never be the one whom God does not
hear.

When Man Refuses to Hear Him. It is amazing, but
sadly tragic, that men believe they can refuse to listen to
God and yet expect God to immediately and fully hear
them when they come to Him in desperation. But a short
study of the history of God’s people in the Old Testament
teaches us that it is a mistaken concept. After the Israelites
had for so long forsaken God and gone after the false gods
of the surrounding nations, and after He had allowed them
to go into captivity, He also brought the faithful few back
to the land after the prophesied 70 years. It was only after
the return that some could look back and realize that their
captivity had come because their forefathers “shrugged
their shoulders, stiffened their necks, and would not hear”
(Nehemiah 9:26-29). It should not have been such a sur-
prise, for God had said He would do just that (Deuteronomy
31:17, 18).

Friends and brethren, surely we cannot expect a differ-
ent result if that is what we, as individuals or as a nation,
have done! For long years now, men have turned their ears
away from listening to the evidence God has left for us to
know He exists (Acts 14:17) and have long refused to hear
what He has said within His written word; it is abomi-
nable, then, that some will now run to Him in desperation,
wondering why He does not now hear! God’s own word
tells us, “If one turns away his ear from hearing the law,
even his prayer is an abomination” (Proverbs 28:9). It can-
not be said any stronger than this, and to expect that God
will for some reason treat us differently is but a false hope
and a lie.

When We Call On Him While Walking in Sin. It is
no less foolish to believe that we can continue in sin and
call Him and expect an answer or help. Again, considering
God’s people of the Old Law, we find that they eventually
came to a point when God said to them, “When you spread
out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though
you make many prayers, I will not listen” (Isaiah 1:15).
With these people being God’s people, we might expect
He would readily hear them, but He did not, and it was
because their hands were full of blood, they practiced evil,
and they oppressed the weakest among them (verses 11-
17). Yet they still expected God to hear!

Friends and brethren, let us not also fool ourselves into
thinking that we can continue in sin today and have God’s
ear. The words He spoke to them are just as true today
when He does not hear us: “Behold, the LORD’s hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot
hear; but your iniquities have made a separation between

you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear” (Isaiah 59:1, 2). They
had gone so far into sin that God specifically told Jeremiah
to not pray for them, because He would not hear (Jeremiah
7:13-16). What was true for God’s people then is true for
all men now: “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomina-
tion to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is acceptable
to Him” (Proverbs 15:8).

When Sin is in My Heart. The psalmist was knowl-
edgeable of God and understood, “If I regard iniquity in
my heart, the Lord will not hear” (Psalm 66:18). That is, if
I have a love for sin, a desire for sin, and an intent to sin in
my heart, He will not hear me when I come to Him in
prayer. And why would He? If I have a love for the very
thing He said I should hate (Psalm 97:10), why would He
waste time hearing me? What should I expect when I go to
ask favor of the one against whom I have transgressed,
with the transgression still accounted to me and with no
remorse, but a love for it?

Here is where we may fall short when we approach
God in prayer. If we have not truly eliminated sin in our
lives, repented of it and confessed it for what it is, then it
is then that we may expect God to not hear us. It would be
foolish and without any sound reasoning to expect other-
wise. Who could honestly expect God to hear if we have a
love for sin, have no remorse for past sins, and intend to
sin again?

While these are times when God said He will not hear,
let us also acknowledge there may be times when we think
God does not hear, but He actually does. The psalmist pro-
phetically wrote of the Messiah in His time of grave dis-
tress, who cried out, “O my God, I cry by day, but you do
not answer, and by night, but I find no rest” (Psalm 22:2).
Some have mistakenly applied this to Jesus before and
during His crucifixion, falsely teaching that God had to
turn away because Jesus took all the sins of man upon
Him. Let us read on from the psalmist and hear what he
learned: “For He has not despised or abhorred the afflic-
tion of the afflicted, and He has not hidden his face from
Him, but has heard, when He cried to Him” (Psalm
22:24). God heard! He heard and looked down on His Son
during His darkest time and did not abandon Him, for He
was doing the very thing which pleased Him (cf. Isaiah
53:10). And He will hear the prayer of the righteous today,
too.

God hears those who seek Him (cf. Acts 10) but turns
away from those who turn away from Him, who walk in
sin, and who have a desire for it in their heart. When you
call on Him, will He hear you?
harperwest@yahoo.com
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Warren and Woods on The Holy Spirit - 1967
Editor’s Note: The following is a transcription of a

taped exchange between Thomas Warren and Guy N.
Woods in which Warren asserted that the Holy Spirit
aids the Christian directly, “in conjunction with” the
word of God. This exchange took place at the Freed-
Hardeman College Lectureship Forum which was con-
ducted Feb. 8-9, 1967. This was the first public asser-
tion of this error to which Mac Deaver is heir and which
he teaches today.

Warren
The Holy Spirit is given to the children of God as an

earnest of their eternal inheritance. Now that means we
are given the Holy Spirit as a pledge that we will re-
ceive the rest which is eternal life in heaven. This is not
given to the child of the devil who is out in the world,
though he’s on his way to becoming a child of God re-
mains a child of the devil until he’s baptized out of the
world into Christ. The Holy Spirit is given to strengthen
the spirit of the inward man. Paul prayed for that. I told
some brethren recently that I wasn’t going to get too
excited about this until they stop practicing what I
preach.As I emphasized last evening, when men go into
hospitals where terminal cancer cases are, they pray for
those people to be strengthened by his Spirit in the in-
ward man, I’m certain that you do. And I believe the
Bible authorizes us to tell a man who says ‘I’m weak.’ I
know what the Bible tells me to do, I can see here’s the
path down which I should walk, but I need some help
from God and Paul prayed for the Ephesian brethren
that they might have that help and the help that he talked
about was to be strengthened by his Spirit in the inner
man and that was in conjunction with the word of God.
And if that be heresy, brethren, make the most of it.

The Holy Spirit dwells in the body of the child of
God. Paul reasons in First Corinthians, chapter six,
he said, “Your body, your physical body, is the temple
of the Holy Spirit, which is in you.” And then he then
contemplates the possibility of a man taking his body
and joining it to a harlot. He pictures this as a crime so
heinous as to be almost unthinkable. Shall you take that
body, that temple in which the Holy Spirit himself
dwells, when he says, “which is in you.” Now this is
true of a man - a man in the world can receive the word
of God, but you’re not a child of God until you’re bap-
tized into Christ. Let me note this in closing. We re-

ceive the word before we’re baptized (Acts 2:41), we
receive the Spirit after we’re baptized (Acts 2:38; Gal.
4:6). We receive the word in order to become sons of
God (Acts 2:42). We are sons of God, or we receive the
Holy Spirit because we are sons of God. Brethren, that
has been taught by faithful brethren since the Lord’s
church was restored in this land of ours. It is taught by
the great majority, I have no doubt, of faithful brethren
today. I plead with you, that you be willing to examine
the evidence. That we all remain brethren and work to-
gether. So far as I’m concerned, I have just as much
love for brother Woods and those who stand for him as
I ever did and it is beyond my ability to describe. It is
my earnest prayer, with all of my heart, that we shall
work with one another, and this is the basic plea that I
was making, and not not against one another. Let us
deal with issues that arise among us, but let us learn
that the great task that is before us is to carry the gospel
to the world, and we are hardly touching the hem of the
garment. If you don’t believe that’s so, then I plead with
you to examine what’s going on in the world. Thank
you, brethren.

Woods
Unfortunately, brother Warren feels that these re-

marks, whether with reference to higher education or
with reference to the Holy Spirit, are directed at him.
Now, I know not why he draws that conclusion. Unless
he feels he has to defend the position every time it’s
attacked. Now brother Warren is not the only one in the
country that holds these views, and so far as he is con-
cerned, he has a perfect right, number one, to believe
what he wants to regarding it. And I have not the least
desire in any fashion whatever to, in any way to disturb
him or embarrass him. I have not mentioned his name.
Much of what I said today had no relation whatever to
him. I felt that he took a full hour last night to justify
his position, but not satisfied, he wants a further effort
today. As for the twenty five minutes, I was quite a part
of a discussion over yonder today but I didn’t get up
there because I thought, “well I’ll take care of it this
afternoon,” but I had a speech of last night to refer to, at
least indirectly and also the matters discussed over there,
so I took the time to set out the issue. Now, I would like
to say, once for all, we’re not opposed to higher educa-
tion. If brother Warren wants to get a doctor’s degree,
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that’s his business and I don’t consider that anybody
has any right to even criticize him for it. But now, I’ll
tell you what I don’t appreciate - now that the subject is
up - the insinuation that all gospel preachers, without
such, are ignorant characters, unable to meet the issues
of the day. Now these brethren will serve their cause
better if they quit making that insinuation.

Well, may I say further that repeatedly we were as-
sured that somebody needs to prepare themselves to
meet the issues of the day. Well, apparently we have
nobody that can meet the issues of the day. Well now,
we’ve got a lot of men with doctors degrees. Norvel
Young, Batsell Baxter, they’re by the dozens around over
the country. Have these fellows been failing all these
years? So now, brother Warren, we are not uh, if any-
body has said something about this that upset you, cer-
tainly it’s not my intention to and I apologize if I’ve
said one word that reflected upon your effort to get an
education. May the Lord bless you in it, and I certainly
have no criticism to offer because I don’t think
anybody’ll ever shake the faith of Tom Warren regard-
ing the inspiration of the Bible and so on. And because
I don’t believe there’s a better man on earth than Tom
Warren. But I think he’s unduly exercised about this
matter and he’s too sensitive about and I wouldn’t have
mentioned this if he hadn’t himself injected it because
we all love him. We’re not mad at you brother Tom.
And I would be glad if he would just simply, as far as
possible, be able to harmonize... if his view is the same
as brother Nichols. Brother Nichols’ is the same as mine,
so that makes us the same. I would just like to ask a
question or two. Brother Warren, what is it that the Holy
Spirit does to you that the word can’t? Would you come
up here and tell us?

Warren
Brother Woods, I’ve explained that last evening and

today. I’ve explained that the Holy Spirit is given as a
seal to the child of God. This is not the word of God, it
is the Holy Spirit himself. The Holy Spirit is given as
the earnest of our inheritance. This is not the word of
God. Both of these, Ephesians 1:13 and 14. Paul prayed
that the brethren might be strengthened by his Spirit in
the inward man, and as I’ve indicated in First
Corinthians six, the Holy Spirit is given as a deterrent
to sin, in addition to the word of God, in conjunction
with the word of God. The Holy Spirit which is in you,
the very use of the fact that he refers to the body of the

Christian, that it is a temple of the Holy Spirit, indi-
cates that we’re to contemplate our bodies as a dwell-
ing place of the Spirit as a strong deterrent to sin and he
contemplates the particular sin of fornication. Now there
are four things that the Holy Spirit does not separate
and apart or independent of the word, but in conjunc-
tion with the word.

Woods
Well, that’s not what I asked you. I asked you, “What

does it do that the word doesn’t?” You’re telling me
that it does that with the word.

Warren
If there’s anything that I emphasized, brother Woods,

it is that it does nothing not in conjunction with the word.
I emphasize that by saying over and over, “It is not dis-
junction, which would mean independence, but conjunc-
tion.”

Woods
Can you say then, that the Holy Spirit operates, in-

sofar as the Christian is concerned, only by means of
the word?

Warren
I believe the Holy Spirit himself dwells in our bod-

ies.
Woods

That is not the question. Answer the question. Can
or does the Holy Spirit do anything apart from the word
of truth, to us?

Warren
Well, I’d rather answer the question the way...in my

own language. The Holy Spirit dwells in the child of
God and in conjunction with the word of God. It is the
Holy Spirit himself. Not only the word of God. Now
brother Woods, I’ll be as good to you as you were to
me. Do we receive the Holy Spirit when we receive the
word of God?

Woods
I have already answered that.

Warren
What did you say?

Woods
I pointed out that when a person obeys the gospel,

of course the word enters into his heart and governs his
life. But may I point out to you, that that is because as
brother Lipscomb said it permeates his life. Now it’s
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very true, you take a little leaven and put in a meal.
There’s a time when it’s just the leaven by itself and the
meal is separated. That would represent the fact that the
word is preached and perhaps is received. But then as it
influences the life, controls the life, as brother Lipscomb
so ably pointed out, then of course he is filled with the
Spirit, as Paul said, “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly.” But I want to answer those four points now...

Warren
Just a minute, brother Woods. You didn’t answer the

question that I asked. I asked, “Do you receive the Holy
Spirit when you receive the word of God?” Now we
receive the word of God before we’re baptized. Now
does a man receive the word of God before he’s bap-
tized, does he receive the Holy Spirit when he receives
that word?

Woods
I just explained it to you, brother Warren. As a mat-

ter of fact, brother Warren is wanting me to put in his
words what he was unwilling to do in mine, but let me
answer your four points, let me answer your four points.
Number one, he says that the Holy Spirit is given us as
a seal. I remember, at least 35 years ago, in discussing
that with brother Joe S. Warlick who had heard Baptist
preachers make that argument in debate. He said the
seal there is a stamp. That is, it is a mark of approval
upon the individual. The stamp of the approval of the
Holy Spirit upon the Christian and it’s that kind of a
seal.

Secondly, with reference to the earnest, the word
“earnest” just means a part payment. Now does he mean
that the Holy Spirit is the part payment? If so, that means
we’ll all get the baptism of the Spirit over yonder, be-
cause an earnest must be paid in exactly the same thing.
It has no reference there to the Spirit as such. The ear-
nest there is a down payment on salvation in heaven.
That’s what it means. He’s mistaking the meaning of
the passage completely.

And thirdly, with reference to our bodies being a
temple of the Spirit, nobody questions that at all. That’s
not the issue. The issue is how? But our time of five
minutes over. Surely, brother Warren, you had ample
opportunity to state your position. Are you satisfied?

Warren
Well, I’m satisfied with mine. I’m not too satisfied

with yours.
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2010 Summer Preacher Training Program
Encouraging men to do “the work of an evangelist” (2 Tim. 4:5)

July 19-30
8 a.m. – 5 p.m. daily

Classes Include Instruction In:

Doing the work of an evangelist / Preaching in today’s world / Authority in religion / Carrying

out the great commission / Finding and putting together sermons / Overcoming stage fright /

Radio preaching / Conducting weddings and funerals / Building a good library / Publishing an

effective church bulletin / Putting out a newsletter / Building a website / Writing articles /

Teaching home Bible studies / Conducting gospel meetings / Using PowerPoint / Outlining /

Personal work / Studying and understanding the Bible / Effective Bible reading / Answering

religious error / Learning to be a good listener / Working with a local church and elders /

Overview of the Bible / Various Bible topics too numerous to list / Many other areas related to

the work of preaching

Classes Taught By:
Johnie Paul Edwards, John Isaac Edwards, Donnie V. Rader, David Eldridge

If you are serious about wanting to preach, don’t miss this opportunity!

Your only cost is getting here and back home. Lodging/meals provided by individual members.

Space is limited. Please register early! Clip and mail in the form below:

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Complete Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ____________________________________________ Age: ______________________________

Church Membership: ______________________________________________________________________

Will you need a place to stay? _______________________Will you have a vehicle? ____________________

E-mail address: ___________________________________________________________________________
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Traveling? -Visit WithThese Churches

DUNEDIN, FL 34698
Church of Christ
545 Wood Street

Phone (727) 734-5779
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Don R. Taaffe

INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46226
Emerson Ave. ch of Christ

4004 North Emerson
Phone (317) 547-7917 899-1191

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Ron Daly

BELL, FL 32619
Bethel church of Christ

2½ Miles W. of Bell - CR 313
Phone (904) 463-6133 463-2593

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - David Holter

DENVER, CO 80022
Holly Street church of Christ

1995 South Holly Street
Web - www.bible questions.org
Phone (303) 756-7012 978-9870

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes............9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes..........7:30 P. M.

Preacher -

FREMONT, CA 94536
Centerville church of Christ

38069 Martha Ave. - Suite 100
(in The San

Francisco Bay Area)
Phone Dwight King

Phone (510) 792-3990 794-7659

PHEONIX, AZ 85023
West Side church of Christ
3736 W. Monte Cristo Ave.

Phone (602) 841-8207
Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship..........9:30 A. M.
Sun. Bible Classes........5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Maurice Barnett

LUTZ, (TAMPA) FL 33549
S Livingston Ave ch of Christ

16812 Livingston Avenue
Phone (813) 949-5630

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........9:50 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....7:30 P. M.

www.reasonforhope.org

N FORT MYERS, FL 33903
Church of Christ

200 Pine Island Road
Phone (941)997-3959 567-0819

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:15 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:30 P. M.
Preacher - Vernon Eugene Ford

MILLEDGEVILLE, GA 31061
Milledgeville ch of Christ

122 Hwy 49-W-P.O. Bx 1766
Phone (912) 452-1212

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - James Shear

St. CLOUD, FL 34769
St. Cloud church of Christ

904 Florida Avenue
Phone (407) 957-8044

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.
Preacher - John F. Maddocks, Jr.

MERRITT ISLAND, FL 32953
North Courtenay ch of Christ

2455 North Courtenay Parkway
Phone (321) 452-8822

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preachers - Jere Frost

JONESBORO, AR 72401
Stone Street church of Christ

1607 Stone Street
Phone (501)932-5282

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Dick Blackford

LITTLE ROCK, AR 72219
W. 65th Street church of Christ

7115 W. 65th Street
Phone (501) 568-1062

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Don McClain

NAVARRE, FL 32566
Navarre Church of Christ

8490 James M. Harvell Road
Phone (850) 939-1177

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes..........7:00 P. M.

CONNERSVILLE, IN 47331
Church of Christ
3267 S. 250 W

Phone (765)-821-2649
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........11:00 A. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:00 P. M.

ALACHUA, FL 32615
Santa Fe Hills church of Christ

16313 NW Hwy 441
(386)454-1984 (352) 331-4546

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes....10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.......11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....7:30 P. M.

Preacher - James L. Yopp
www.geocities.com/jameslyopp/

YUMA, AZ 85364
Valley church of Christ
2375 West 8th Street

Phone (928)782-5058 580-7137
Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sun. Bible Classes........10:50 A. M.
Sunday Evening ..............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Bob W. Lovelace
http://yumavalleychurchofchrist.com/

HAYDEN, AL 35079
Sugar Creek church of Christ
Box 10940 - ST Hwy 160 - 11

Miles E of I-65 - Hayden-Corner Exit
Phones (205) 274-0224

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Wordhip.........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

Preacher -

FT. SMITH, AR 72901
Park Hill church of Christ

1914 Jenny Lind
Phone (479) 782-2415

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:15 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:30 P. M.

Preacher -

MARION, AR 72364
Colonial Estates church of Christ

106 Colonial Estates
Phone (870) 739-1235

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Billy Ray Ford

SANTA BARBARA, CA 93105
Church of Christ

2310 Chapala Street
Phone (805) 682-7756

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship..............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

FLORENCE, AL 35633
Underwood Heights ch of Christ

151 Co. Road 457
Phones (256) 766-1488

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Wordhip..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Donald Townsley

CRYSTAL RIVER, FL 34429
church of Christ
563 NE 5th Sreet

Phone (352) 795-8883746-1239
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preachers - Calvin Watson
Charlie Graham, Sr.

TAMPA, FL 33603
Nebraska Avenue ch of Christ

4608 Nebraska Avenue
Phone (813)238-4061 990-7366

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - J. T. Smith

MACON, GA 31210
Forrest Hills church of Christ

800 Forrest Hills Road
Phone (478) 474-2233 476-4768

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Bob Myhan
myhan@cox.net

www.foresthillschurchofchrist.com

LEXINGTON, AL 35648
Northside church of Christ

Hwy 101 North
Phones (256) 229-5270

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Wordhip..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Matt Ogelsby

CONWAY, AR 72032
Northside church of Christ

1800 Hariston Avenue
Phone (501) 329-8735

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher -

GADSDEN, AL 35903
Sansom Avenue ch of Christ

2608 Sansom Avenue
Phones (256)549-1115;390-7524

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes............9:45 A. M.
Sunday Wordhip..........10:45 A. M.
Ladies Bible Class.............3:45 P. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........5:00 P. M.
Friday Prayer Meeting....5:00 P.M.

Preacher - David Carlisle

BELLFLOWER, CA 90706
Rose Avenue Church of Christ

17903 Ibbetson Avenue
Phone (562) 866-5615

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.........9:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:50 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P.

M.



EUBANK, KY 42567
Eubank church of Christ

Main Street
Phone (606) 379-2720

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:55 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............7:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Ferlin Price

ZANESVILLE, OH 43701
Zanesville church of Christ

4900 West Pike (Rt 40 West)
Phone (740) 454-2212

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............7:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

HORSE CAVE, KY 42749
Green's Chapel ch of Christ
Hwy 31-E 1 Mile N. of Uno

Phone (270) 528-5274
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:00 P. M.
Preacher - Harold Underwood

LEITCHFIELD, KY 42754
Mill Street church of Christ

733 Mill Street
Phone (502) 259-5672

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:55 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

BOSSIER CITY, LA 71112
Bossier church of Christ

2917 Foster Street
Phone (318) 742-4308 741-9244

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:15 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:00 P. M.

SHREVEPORT, LA 71115
Twin Cities church of Christ

203 Kay Lane
Phone (318)797-0805 869-1874

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M..
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher

FREMONT, OH 43420
Church of Christ

3361 West State Street
1 Mi W of Fremont on U.S.Rt 20
Phone (419) 849-3340 849-3686

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

LISBON, OH 44432
Lisbon Church of Christ

202 Prichard Avenue
Phone (330) 424-2327

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:50 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:30 P. M.

MALTA, OH 43758
Wolf Creek Church of Christ
St Rt 78 W, near Burr Oak Lodge

Phone (740)962-4956 962-5737
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes............9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............7:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

MIDWEST CITY, OK 73140
5th St. church of Christ

6512 SE 5th St. -P O Box 30544
(Near Tinker AFB)

Phone (405)737-5858 737-8272
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes...........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

EDMOND, OK 73013
Seminole Pointe church of Christ

16300 North May Avenue
Phone (405) 340-3189 513-6691

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - John Duvall

STILWATER, OK 74074
Church of Christ

2417 East 6th Street
Phone (405) 743-2603

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Percy Wilson

TULSA, OK 74112
East Central ch of Christ

1702 South Memorial Drive
Phone (918) 627-5670 665-6120

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

LAWRENCEBURG, KY 40342
Overland church of Christ
1241 Highway 127 By-Pass

Phone (502) 839-5216 859-2543
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

LOUISVILLE, KY 40215
South End church of Christ

4001 Taylor Blvd.
Phone (502) 363-0557

Schedule of Services
Bible Classes....................9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:25 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Clases..........7:30 P. M.

SIMPSONVILLE, KY 40067
Church of Christ

on Hwy 60 - P. O. Box 352
Phone (502) 722-5418 722-8049

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Fred Stacey

NEWARK, OH 43055
Church of Christ

987 West Main Street
Phone (614) 344-7954 366-1970

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes............9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119
Church of Christ
P. O. Box 4985

7222 Germantown Avenue
Phone (215) 248-2026

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.10:15 A.M.

Sunday Worship......11:15 A. M.
Tues. Bible Classes.8:00 P. M.
Preacher - James H. Baker, Jr.

mtairychurchofChrist.org

BELEN, NM 87002
Rio Grand Valley Ch. of Christ

75 Sherrod Blvd.
P. O. Box 989

Phone (505)864-0282
Schedule of Services

Sunday Worship.............9:00 A. M.
Sun. Bible Classes.........10:15 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........11:15 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Darell Trammel

SAVANNA, OK 74501
Church of Christ

Highway 69
Phone (918) 548-3867

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........6:30 P. M.

Preacher -

MCALESTER, OK 74501
North A-Street church of Christ

2120 North A Street
Phone (918) 423-3445 426-6358

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Gerald Heggie

AKRON, OH 44310
Thayer Street Church of Christ

640 Thayer Street
Phone (330) 376-2818 962-5737

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.............9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship...........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Don Wright

RAPID CITY, SD 57701
Church of Christ

1302East Fairmont
Phone (605) 348-7990 342-7059

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

ELRENO, OK 73036
Elm Street church of Christ

1307 West Elm Street
Phone (405) 262-2211

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Howard Miller

CRAB ORCHARD, KY 40419
Crab Orchard ch of Christ
1 Mile West on Hwy 150

Phone (606)355-2615 355-2392
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

PORTLAND, ME 04104
Portland church of Christ

856 Brighton Avenue
P. O. Box 822

Phone (207)839-3075 839-8409
Schedule of Services

Sun Bible Classes....... 10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship........11:00 A. M.
Call for mid-week Assemblies

Preacher - Patrick Kelley

MANSFIELD, OH 44905
East Side Church of Christ

326 Grace Street
Phone (419) 526-4739 526-2868

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A.M.
Sunday Worship.........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......6:00 P. M.

Preacher - James Bond

BOWLING GREEN, KY 42101
West End church of Christ

1609 Parkside Drive
Phone (502) 842-7880 781-4947

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:05 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Todd Chandler
www.westendchurch.com

BOONVILLE, KY 41314
Eastside church of Christ

Highway 28 - 1 Mile East of
Phone (606) 593-6648

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.

Preachers
Kenneth Marshall - Leo Taylor

WICHITA, KS 67217-2154
Westside church of Christ

3500 South Meridian
Phone (316) 838-6274 942-1649

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Mike O’Neal

ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87002
Heights Ch. of Christ
7801 Zunie Road, SE

P. O. Box 989
Phone (505) 266-7577

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Darrel Yontz

ASHCAMP, KY 41512
Ashcamp Church of Christ

Highway 197
Phone (606) 835-4731835-2584

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:50 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes..........7:00 P.

M.Preacher - Doug Ramey

ELDORADO, KS 67042
The church of Christ

637 S High Street
Phone (316) 321-3371 320-0287

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:45 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:30 P. M.

Preacher -

CHICAGO, IL 60651
Long Avenue church of Christ

1221 N. Long Avenue
Phone (773) 379-2144 276-4109

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:40 A. M.
Sunday Worship............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.......7:00 P. M.
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SOMERSET, KY 42501
Somerset Church of Christ

600 Bourne Avenue
Phone (606) 679-6488 679-3193

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Willie Ramsey



COOKEVILLE, TN 38501
Church of Christ

329 Jere Whitson Road
Phone (931) 526-6303526-8010

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....7:00 P. M.

Preacher -

LIVINGSTON, TN 38570
Cullom church of Christ

Highway 84 (Monterey Rd)
Phone (931) 403-0762

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Matt Henderson

SPARTA, TN 38583
N Sparta church of Christ

359 North Spring
Phone (931) 836-3321

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........9:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Doug Hill

COLLIERVILLE, TN 38017
East Shelby church of Christ

Shelby at Mayfield
Phone (901) 759-1242 853-7840

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:00 P. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:00 P. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Doug Seaton

AMARILLO, TX 79108
Pleasant Valley Church of Christ

5106 Sherrell Drive
Phone (806) 383-3553

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:20 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............3:00 P. M.

Preacher - Billy T. Jones

MIDLAND, TX 79703
Woodcrest Dr. church of Christ

1401 Woodcrest Drive
Phone (432) 694-3482 683-6725

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.

Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

CLARKSBURG, WV 25064
West Side church of Christ
2 Miles S of US 50 on 98

Phone (304) 782-1541623-1043
Schedule of Services

Sunday .........................9:30 A. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:00 P. M.

NACOGDOCHES, TX 75961
Shawnee Street ch of Christ
612 South Shawnee Street

Phone (409) 564-2103 637-3730
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - W. L. Blanton

MEMPHIS, TN 38106
Trigg Avenue church of Christ

1119 Trigg Avenue
Phone (901) 942-0777

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes........10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............5:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Cornell Wesby

DUMAS, TX 79029
6th and Merideth ch of Christ

520 South Merideth
Phone (806) 934-1871

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship..........10:20 A. M.
Sunday Worship..............2:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Jerry Vinson

HUMBOLT, TN 38343
Elliot Street church of Christ

2426 Elliot Street
Phone (901) 784-3349
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes...........9:00 P. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:00 P. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Donald McCaslin

TAYLOR, TX 76574
S. Loop ch of Christ (Hwy 79)

303 C. Parker Blvd. S.E.
Phone (512) 352-6060

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............2:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:30 P.M.

Preacher - Garren Stroud

EVERETT, WA 98201
Meeting at Boys & Girls Club

2316 12 St
Phone (425) 355-0479

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes..........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:30 A. M.
Sun. Bible Classes........11:30 A. M.

Wed Bible Classes ..............Call
Preacher - Gary Hargis

LANCASTER, TX 75146
Dallas Avenue church of Christ

601 North Dallas
(972) 227-1119 (972) 227-2901

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........10:25 A. M.
Sunday Worship..............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.........7:00 P. M.

Preacher - Charles Boshart

DALLAS, TX 75216
Fernwood church of Christ

3115 Fernwood Avenue
Phone (972) 563-2240

(214) 942-5955
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes...........9:30 A.M.
Sunday Worship..........10:30 A. M.
Wed. Bible Classes........7:30 P. M.

Preachers - Ronnie Hammon
Clifford Sheffield

CLARKSVILLE, TN 37040
Warfield Blvd. Church of Christ
290 Warfield Blvd. (Hwy 374)

Phone (931) 647-1324 503-1598
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes........9:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship...........6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes......7:00 P. M.

RICHMOND, VA 23226
West End church of Christ

4909 Patterson Avenue
Phone (804) 674-5271

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.....10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship........11:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship......... 5:30 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....7:30 P. M.

Preacher - Stacy Crim

CELINA, TN 38551
Riverside church of Christ

Riverside Subdivision
Phone (931) 243-3410

Schedule of Services
Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship.........10:30 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........4:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes.....5:00 P. M.

YAKIMA, WA 98909
W. Washington Ave ch of Christ

902 W. Washington Avenue
Mail: P O Box 10551, Zip 98909

Phone (509) 248-5614
Schedule of Services

Sun. Bible Classes.......10:00 A. M.
Sunday Worship..........10:50 A. M.
Sunday Worship.............6:00 P. M.
Wed. Bible Classes..........7:30 P. M.
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It Isn’t In The Book
Have you ever heard someone say, “There isn’t anything in a name,” or “One name is

as good as another”? Where do you suppose they would be willing to apply such teaching?
Surely no one would say “There isn’t anything in a name” concerning the family relationship.
Then what about financial matters? Is there anything in the name that is signed to a check?
People are sent to prison for signing the wrong name to a check. Manufactured products bear
registered trade marks and are given copyrighted trade names which are protected by law.
Severe penalties are inflicted for violating these regulations governing the use of trade names
in the financial world. If someone else should make a car and put the name Ford on it, would
it make any difference?

The Old Testament prophets prophesied that a new name would be given to His people
when the “Gentiles see thy righteousness and all kings thy glory” and that New Name was to
be named by the mouth of Jehovah. (Isaiah 62:2). This prophecy in all its elements was fulfilled
and Saul served that mission while preaching Christ in Antioch of Syria. “The disciples were
called Christians first inAntioch” (Acts 1:26). For the first time Gentiles and Jews were brought
together in Antioch into a common fellowship upon common terms. Thus the new name was
given.
Other passages bear witness to the significance of the name to be worn religiously.

1. Do nothing in any other name but the Lord’s. (Colossians 3:17).
2. Glorify God in the name of Christ. (I Peter 4:16).
3. No other name as good as the name of Christ. (Philippians 2:9).
4. Salvation is in no other name but the name of Christ. (Acts 4:11-12).
5. Human names are condemned. We should wear the name of Him who died for us and

into whose name we have been baptized. (I Corinthians 1:10-15).
All these and passages and many others eliminate the name of John The Baptist, Martin

Luther, Wesley, Campbell or any other man. These also eliminate calling ourselves after
religious ordinances, forms of church government (Methodist, Presbyterian, or Episcopal) or
deriving our names from particular doctrines instead of from Christ - (Baptists, Seven Day
Adventists, Holiness, Pentecostal).

The doctrine that is so widespread, “One name is just as good as another” Just Isn’t in
The Book. The Bible teaches exactly the opposite.

Taken From The Gospel Guardian,
by Roy E. Cogdill, January 12, 1956
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