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 Introduction
HE cardinal fact of the saving gos-
pel and the infallible integrity of the
revelation of God is the
death, burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God. If he did not arise
from the dead, we have no salva-
tion. The Holy Spirit by the apostle
Paul revealed that God promised
Christ before by the prophets in
“the holy scriptures” which con-
cerned “his Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
which was made of the seed of David ac-
cording to the flesh; and declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the
spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from

the dead” (Romans 1:3-4). The resurrection
of Christ DECLARED him to be the Son of
God with power. The religious system called

“Jehovah’s Witnesses” that was
started by Charles Taze Russell will
destroy millions in hell.

Generally, people do not know
how to respond to religious views
with which they are wholly unin-
formed. This is an effort to give
basic information of the Jehovah
‘s Witnesses religion from their

own writings. We have no intention of mis-
representing this religious body, hence, we
are giving their positions on their religion
in their own words.
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E DITORIAL .  . .

J. T. Smith, Editor

How Does One Become A Soldier?
E enlists ~ “en·lists. — tr. 1. To engage (persons or a person) for
service in the armed forces. 2. To engage the support or coop-
eration of. — intr. 1. To enter the armed forces. 2. To participate
actively in a cause or an enterprise.”

Recently I had the opportunity to spend some time with my
grandson who is in the United States Navy. He is a recruiter in the Den-
ver, CO area. Many young men and women have enlisted in the armed
services in order to give their time – and even their lives if necessary – in
order to preserve peace for the people of our nation and nations else-
where. But what promises do they make?

Oath of Enlistment
“I, (State Your Name) do solemnly swear that I will support and de-

fend the constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; and
that I will obey the orders of the President of the United States and the
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to regulations and
the uniformed code of military justice. So help me God.”

That is the commitment that is made. There is no doubt that many
who make it, and are true to it, will give their lives. Some are doing so
almost every day in Iraq. Also in the wars that have been fought by sol-
diers in the past.

Statistics
Revolutionary War (1775-1783)
1.) Served: No Data -  2.) Death: 4,435
3.) Wounded: 6,188
Civil War (1861-1865)
1.) Served: 2,213,363 - 2.) Death: 364,513
3.) Injured: 281,881
World War I (1917-1918)
1.) Served: 4,734,991 - 2.) Deaths: 116,516
3.) Injured: 204,002
World War II (1941-1946)
1.) Served: 16,113,566 - 2.) Deaths: 147,493
3.) Injured: 671,846
Korean War
1.) Served: 6,800,000 - 2.) Deaths 33,629
Vietnam War (1964-1973)
1.) Served: 8,744,000 - 2.) Deaths: 58,177
3.) Injured: 153,303

Soldiers of Christ
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Their lives are examples of commitment, pride, honor
and sacrifice. Their mission is the pursuit of justices
and freedom.

There is another kind of war going on. It is a war
between mankind and Satan. It is not a physical battle
for this kingdom cannot be extended or defended with
tanks and bombs and planes. Paul said in II Corinthians
10:3-5, “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war
according to the flesh. 4For the weapons of our warfare
are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strong-
holds, 5casting down arguments and every high thing
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bring-
ing every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Christ.”

In writing about the soldiers in this war Paul said,
“You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier
of Jesus Christ. 4No one engaged in warfare entangles
himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please
him who enlisted him as a soldier” (II Timothy 2:3-4).
Another translation of II Timothy 2:4 is, “No one serv-
ing as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs - he wants
to please his commanding officer.” (NIV) Also in
Philippians 2:25, “Yet I considered it necessary to send
to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and
fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who
ministered to my need.”

The Bible gives the rules of enlistment for becom-
ing a soldier in this army. Those who enlist must also
contemplate a life of sacrifice.

Let’s Look at Christ’s Recruitment Poster
Jesus says, “Come follow me.” Luke 9:23 “Then He

said to them all: ‘If anyone would come after Me, he
must deny himself and take up his cross daily and fol-
low Me’.” Luke 14:27 “And anyone who does not carry
his cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple.” Luke
9:23-24 “Then He said to them all: ‘If anyone would
come after Me, He must deny himself and take up his
cross daily and follow Me. 24For whoever wants to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for Me
will save it.” Here Jesus states both positively and nega-
tively what we must be willing to do in order to be in
His army.

Our Captain
The Scriptures also tell us of our Captain, Jesus

Christ, who gives us our marching orders. Hebrews 2:10
“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and
by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.”

The Battle
Our battle is with Satan, the enemy of all righteous-

ness. It is a battle for the souls of men and women, boys
and girls who are accountable to God. He is seeking to
destroy God’s army. I Peter 5:8 “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil walks about like a roar-
ing lion, seeking whom he may devour.” He has co-
workers. II Peter 2:1 “But there were also false prophets
among the people, even as there will be false teachers
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive her-
esies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring
on themselves swift destruction.” Philippians 3:17-19
“Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them
which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. 18(For
many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross
of Christ: 19Whose end is destruction, whose God is their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind
earthly things.)”

Our weapons are spiritual weapons for a spiritual
battle. “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might. 11Put on the whole armor of
God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
14Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth,
having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel
of peace; 16above all, taking the shield of faith with which
you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked
one. 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Ephesians 6:10-
17).

As you will observe the armor listed above is for
both defense and offense. In view of the fact that we are
in a war, we are to approach the enemy “head on.” God
doesn’t give us any armor for our back. Deserters will
not be tolerated. II Peter 2:21 “For it would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteous-
ness, than having known it, to turn from the holy com-
mandment delivered to them.”

Our attitude toward Satan and evil should be as Paul
pointed out in Romans 12:9 “Let love be without hy-
pocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good.” The
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word “abhor” means, “1. To shrink back with shudder-
ing from; to regard with horror or detestation; to feel
excessive repugnance toward; to detest to extremity; to
loathe” (Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary).

Satan will tell you exactly what you want to hear.
You may be an adulterer, a wife-beater, hooked on drugs
or alcohol, etc. Satan will lead you to believe that you
are all right.

On the other hand, even when the truth hurts, and it
isn’t exactly how you imagined it to be, Christ will tell
you. For example, “Or do you not know that the unrigh-
teous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulter-
ers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10nor thieves, nor
the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers,
will inherit the kingdom of God” (I Corinthians 6:9-10).

Christ agenda becomes our agenda. Matthew 28:18-
20 “And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with
you always, even to the end of the age’.”

Back To the Enlistment
Adam Clark made a bold statement about the decla-

ration that is to be made for Christ. He said, “But this
power to believe, like all other gifts of God may be
slighted, not used, or misused; in consequence of which
is that declaration, ‘He that believeth shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned’.” (from Adam
Clarke’s Commentary). Like many teachers in the world
today, Mr. Clark misquoted Christ’s declaration of en-
listment. Though Jesus said, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned” (Mark 16:16), hundreds of thousands of
teachers misquote this passage leaving out “and is bap-
tized.” How can one possible be in the Lord’s army and
not meet the requirements of enlistment?

Every passage in the New Testament that speaks of
baptism is either misquoted or misused by most reli-
gious leaders today. If you will look up all the passages
in the New Testament on baptism you will find this is
true. For example, in the Acts of the Apostles not one
single person was said to be saved, receive remission of
sins or rejoice until AFTER he/she believed, repented,
confessed their faith in Christ and was baptized. Please
read Acts and see for yourself.

God’s Army Has A Great Reward
Awaiting Its Final Victory

We have a crown of righteousness laid up for us. II
Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have fin-
ished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Finally, there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day,
and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.”

How Can I Do These Things?
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ

which strengtheneth me.” Ephesians 3:20 “Now unto
Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh
in us.”

If we are Christians “…our citizenship is in heaven,
from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20). If your citizenship is
NOT in Heaven, come and sign up for the Lord’s Army.
We are at war and souls are in danger – your’s in par-
ticular. Come join the fight     

Preacher Needed
Preacher Needed for Part-Time Work

The Crystal River church of Christ would
like to encourage a younger or older preacher
to move to Crystal River, FL to help with the
gospel labors of this small congregation. We feel
that we can be an encouragement to a young
man just beginning his work as a preacher.
There would be the opportunity to work with
the present evangelist, Bob Dickey, and a sea-
soned veteran preacher and teacher, Charlie
Graham (who has lived in this area for several
years). The church has a nice, furnished 2 bed-
room house with a small study, and will pro-
vide this plus help with utilities of up to $125.00
per month. There is opportunity for local out-
side part time or full time employment and pos-
sibly some outside support. Preaching, teach-
ing and song leading opportunities will be given
that one interested. For more information,
please contact Charlie Graham at 352-746-1239.




